{17 Avcusr, 1939.]

sent, we shall have no hope of getting new
industries established.

On motion by Hon. J. A. Dimmitt, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m,

Legislative Essembly,
Thursday, 17th Auguss, 1939,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, SLEEPER
CONTRACTS AND INSURANCE.

Mr. HOLMAN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Will he supply—(a) the names
of the contractors, (b) the quantities, in
connection with contraets entered into with
the Railway Department, for the supply of
Jarrah and/or wandoo sleepers since 1lst
October, 19387 2, Can he say whether the
persons engaged in the produetion of such
sleepers were covered for workers’ com-
pensation? 3, If not, is it the poliey of the
Government to obtain its supplies of hewn
sleepers through individuals who are pre-
pared to engage in this dangerous work
without insurance cover? 4, Can he state
that, in any future contracts, measures will
be taken to ensure that all persons engaged
in the fulfilment of such contracts shall be
covered for workers’ insurance in a similar
manner -0 those engaged in respect of pri-
vate timber merchants?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1 (a) and (b), Hewn wandoo sleep-
ers: Bailey Bros., 1,270; D. O'Connel, juar.,
1,829; ¥. Thompson, 1,000; G, Viner, 2,000;
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M. Jd. Roach, 2,000; 15. Heilly and G, Morris,.
4,000; F, Weeks & Co., 10,000; A. Shalders,
10,000; J. H. Bennctt & Sons, 3,500; F. J.
Chapman, 1,143; H. T. Jones, 2,000; H. O..
Lloyd, 500; B, Menghini, 2,000; W. P. Scott,
500; L. .. Squires, 1,524; Adelaide Timber
Go.,, 2,150; Millarg’ Timber and Trading
Co., 10,650; F. Ricetti, 250; J. Lawreuce
aud A, Baglt._}, 3,050; A, Ferrarl, 1,000;

Worsley Timber Co., 2,540; 8. Petehell

1,500; M. Bakotin, 1,500, M. Biocic, 1,500.
Sawn wandoo sleepers: Bailey Bros., 1,270;
M. M. Hughes & Sons, 3,000; Bunning Bros.,
50,000; Adeclaide Timber Co., 130; Wandoo
& Jarrah, Ltd, 1,500; Coli Sawmills,
25,400; R. Stewart, 1,000; Johnston Bros.,
12,700; Shields Bros.,, 2,540; Miilars’ Tim-
ber & Trading Co., 15,000, Hewn jarrah
slecpers: Bailey Bros, 1,270; R. T. Hebbh,
3,000; K, A, Larson, 2,000; R. Masters, 889;
J. H. Bennett & Sons, 2,000; M, J. Roach,
1,000; F. Wecks & Co., 3,000; Adelaide Tim-
ber Co., 580; F. Ricetti, 380; N. G. Johns,
150; Millars’ Timber & Trading Co., 2,500;
Worsley Timber Co., 630; M. D. Pernich,
500; H. T. Jones, 20; J. Galvin, 1,770, 2,
As 4 condition of contract insurance policy
rmust be submitted where labour is employed.
3 and 4, Answered by No. 2.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Hon. W. D.
Johnson (Guildford-Midland) on the ground
of urgent private business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resnmed from the previous day.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [4.36]:
If reiteration of the maiter i3z not boring
to yon, Mr. Speaker, I should like to jein
with other members in e¢ongratulating you
upon your clevation to the high positien
you hold, the highest the House can confer
upon any member. I feel sure that during
your occupancy of the office you will pre-
serve the dignity of the House, the rights
of members, and all the great traditions
associated with wyour ancient office. My
congratulations are also offered to the mem-.
ber for Mnrehison {Mr. Marshall) upon his
induction to the Chairmanship of Com-
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mittees. From his very learned knowledge
©f the Rules and Orders of the House, of
which he has given us an example already,
I feel sure he will carry out his duties with
credit to himself and satisfaction to mem-
bers. I should like to congratulate, too, the
member for Kanowna (Hon, E. Nulsen) and
the member for Kimberley (Hon. A. A. M.
Coverley) upon their elevation to Minis-
terial office. Again, I feel sure they will
hoth devote all their energies and ahilities
to the discharge of their oner¢us duties.
Lastly I would weleome to our midst those
new members who came here as a result of
the last general election. They will find
that despite party differences there is a
warm feeling of friendship between mem-
bers of the House, and that warm feeling
goes a long way to tone down the bitter-
ness that sometimes ereeps into our poli-
tieal discussions,

There arec many outside the House and
some in it who look upon the debate on the
Address-in-reply as being somewhat a waste
of time. I do not share that view. On the
contrary I hold that this is an oecasion when
the grievances of the subject may be pro-
perly and adequately aired. We must re-
member that in other Parliaments griev-
ances can be dizeussed at any time on the
motion for the adjournment of the House.

The Premicr: And they generally are.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Yes. Under our prae-
tice, the discussion of grievances is con-
fined to the present debate, to the general
disenssion on the Estimates and on a Supply
Bill. Members will agree, therefore, that
it is important to retain this privilege for
the purpose of airing, and giving proper
consideration to, the grievanees of any sub-
Jeet of this State. Naturally, owing to dis-
tanee from the seat of government and to
the faet that they are seldom heard of and
even more seldom given attention to, griev-
ances from residents in country electorates
prevail in the conrse of the Address-in-reply
debate. But it must be remembered that
residents of metropolitan constituencies are
by no means devoid of complaints, despite
whieh T =hall begin on a note of praise. The
affairs of the 0ld Men’s Home at Dal-
keith, which is in my electorate, have im-
proved immensely during the last six
months. Indeed, the only urgent matter
that is now put forward for attention there
ix the reconditioning of the kitchen, invelv-
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ing particularly the supply of what I might
refer to as a respectable boiler,

The Minister for Health: We are going
into that matter now.

Hon. N. KEENAX: To all appearances
the present hoiler is most disreputable. There
are about 550 inmates at the Old Men’s
Home, but not all are old age pensioners.
Those who are pay Id4s. a week for their
board and lodging. If the State paid an
equal amount for the non-pensioners sent to
the home, the institution would be in re-
ceipt of an annual intome of over £20,000
a year. Of course, the State does not pay
14s. a week for those inmates who are sent
to the Old Mea’s Home and there-
fore the pensioners are to an extent
paying some proportion towards the
upkeep of the non-pensioners, and the
State provides the balance. As a re-
suli of that poliey, the institution is always
on the very verge of financial straits. Never-
theless, the whole atmosphere at that insti-
tution has changed in a most marvellous
manner during the last six months, and I
congratulate the Superintendent and the
Minister who was responsible for selecting
the Superintendent for appointment, on this
very happy result.

Now I turn to call attention onee more to
the much-neglected Nedlands State school.
Despite the expenditure by the Nedlands
Parents and Citizens’ Association of over
£700 on the school buildings and grounds,
the small item of gravelling the playground,
which has been so often asked for and se
often promised, still remains wnattended to.
True, a small quantity of what was described
as gravel was put down over 12 months ago,
but it was mainly sand. At any rate, what-
ever it was, the material has been washed
away by the winter rains and to-day there
are dangerous gulleys traversing the play-
ground. Moreover, the school premises are
still inadequate for the attendance. This
shortage of accommodation is likely to be
aceentuated in the future because Nedlands
is essentially a suburb where young newly-
married people select their homes. During
the present winter, premises were hired
apart from the school buildings, in order to
aeeommodate the surplus attendance. Be-
fore that was done—and it is not a courze
that one wonld recommend, seeing that it
involved the use of a separate building, on
the ather side of the road. for school pur-
poses—>H0 children were taught on the ver-
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audah of the school in all kinds of weather.

The Premier: You are aware that two
new schools have been provided in that
locality in the last four years.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That does not alter
the fact.

The Premier: Yes, it does.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Does the Premier
know what the increase in population has
been during the past two years?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. X. KEENAN: If the Premier knows
of that increase, he must appreciate that it
does not alter the facts at all,

The Premier: Of course it affects
position.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The world is pro
gressing, and Nediands, in keeping with that
tendency, has progressed to a marked de-
gree. Of course, what is good enough to-
day may not be good enough to-morrow,
and certainly what was good enough two
years ago is absurd in the light of the re-
quirements of to-day. A suggestion has
been advaneed by the Dalkeith Parents and
Citizens' Association with the object of re-
lieving the overerowding of the Nedlands
sehool. The association suggested that an
sdditional room should be added to the
school at Dalkeith and that instifution raised
to the third standard. That would mean
that children attending the Dalkeith school
would continue there for at least a year
longer and so relieve the pressure on the
Nedlands school. The snggestion has also
the recommendation for it that the parents
of all the children sttending the Dalkeith
school live in the immediate neighbourhood
and, therefore, the children wounld be spared
the neeessity for a eonsiderable walk when
they left the Dalkeith school to attend the
school at Nedlands. They would also be
saved the perils, which are counsiderable,
associated with crossing the main public
highway through the district.

Mr. Marshall; T will say that is true.

The Premier: Yes, I admit “peril” is the
word to apply to that thoroughfare.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not propose to
change that word. On the ground of ex-
pense involved, it cannot be claimed to be
any more costly to add one room to the Dal-
keith school than it is to hire a hall to house
the overflow of the Nedlands sehool.

There is another matter in respect of
which residents of Nedlands feel aggrieved,

the
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and that refers to transportation. It is im-
possible for those living in the closely-
settled distriet of Hollywood, which is now
known as North Nedlands, to seeure trans-
port to and from Perth.

Mr. Needham: They want more trolley
buses.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If they go down Stizl-
ing Highway, which is a very considerable
walk, to travel by trolley bus, they find
those buses full at all peak hours. The re-
sult is that they are left stranded without
any means whatever of getting to Perth. To
travel by the present slow, noisy and in-
frequent tram service is all but ont of the
question. What the residents require is a
bus service running down from Loch street
parallel to Stirling Highway, at a distance
of about half a mile or a little more north
of that highway, through the centre of
North Nedlands to Hampden road and
thence into Perth via Thomas street and
King’s Park road or via the Riverside drive.
I am told there will be no difficulty in
securing that service from private enter-
prise if the Transport Co-ordination Board
gives its consent- In speaking of that
hoard and of all those boards that now
surround us and interfere with almost every
setivity of our lives and govern us in such
a way that we do not seem to have any
personal freedom, I would say that to me it
is a matter of great regret that this Housa
has been so ready in the past to divest
itself of authority and responsibility by the
creation of such bodies. Recently I had
a distressing experience of one of these
boards. It was the case of a worker who
had been in the employ of the board for
25 years, and had lost his health entirely
a5 the result of that employment. Though
it seems scarcely credible, it is nevertheless
a fact that this faithful servant was thrown
out without an atom of ecompensation, and
was not even given long service leave. I
interviewed the Minister nominally adminis-
tering the Act, and he was most sym-
pathetic. I wish to make that fact clear.
But he could do nothing.

Mr. Styants: To which board are you
referring ¥

Hon. N. KEENAN: 1 do not desire to
mention the name of the hoard concerned.

Mr. Fox: What would private enterprise
do in a case like that?

Hon. N. KEENAN: Private enterprise is
not given such powers and if the gentleman
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who interrupted me would examine ihe
authority possessed by these boards he would
soon discover that fact.

Mr. Styants: Most boards are subject to
the jurisdiction of a Minister.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Suppose a private
employer had been guilty of conduet of this
character. Suppose he took the course of
dismissing an employee after the man had
given 25 years’ service and was no longer
able o carry out his duties beeause of ill-
heaith due to the nature of his work. What
opprobrium would such an employer de-
serve and teceive! Yet here was a board
with ample monetary resources to meet all
obligations—and not in one sense, in my
opinion, meeting them—acting in the manp-
ner I have indicated! And there is no
power in the Ministry or in this
House to bring the board to book.
I want to emphasise that this should
be a warning to the House to cease
the nefarious practice of handing over its
powers and responsibilities to these auto-
eratic bodies. I could wish that the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland (Hon, W. D.
Johnson) was amongst us so that he might
ventilate his well known views on that
matter,

I now turn away from cireumstances
associated with my own constitnency to
the wider arena of the State at large. I
noticed in an article entitled ‘‘The Voice
of Labour”—one of a series which appears
weekly in the ‘“Daily News,’”’ and which,
I understand, is written by a prominent
official of the Trades Hall—that a elaim
was made that the present Government
was returned with certain mandates, It
is perfeetly true that the Premier, when
making his policy speech—and I presume
also on other oeeasions—asked for certain
mandates. He was not in the least shy
about asking for them. I was listening-in
on the oceasion of his speech, and although
the partienlar instrument I was using was
not working very well, T heard the word
“‘“mandate’’ mentioned again and again.

The Premier: There was no ambiguity
abount if, either,

Hon. N. KEENAX: That is true; there
was no ambignity, but there could be no
more impudent assertion than to say that
the eleetors gave the Premier any mandate.

The Premier: What did they do, then?

Hon. X, KEENAX: Let me point
out to the Primnier what they did. The
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electors enrolied for the State number
265,987. The number that voted for the
Labour Government’s nominees for all the
contested seats totalled 94,030. If mem-
bers add to that—as they are bound to do
—two-thirds of the net enrolment of elee-
tors in the electorates where Labour Gov-
ernment nominees were returned unop-
posed—namely 6,276—they will have a
grand total of 100,306, out of a net enrol-
ment of 265,987, How then, it may be
asked, is it possible for this minority to
have been returned to power? The answer
is easy. Tkis Government has been put in
office by the Lilliputian electorates,

Mr. Cross: What?

Hon. N. KEENAX: Lilliputian elee-
torates. If the hon. gentleman has not
heard the word before, I shall be delighted
to spell it for him. The total nei enrol-
ment for Kimberley, Pilbara, Roebourne
and Gaseoyne—the total net enrolment for
those four eclectorates, all of which re-
turned Government supporters—is only
3,669, less than one-third eof the net earcl-
ment for the econstituency that I happen
to represent, If, in faet, the theory of
one-vote one-value were put into effect,
there would be 13 representatives of Ned-
lands on the floor of this House.

Mr. Cross: Would you apply that prin-
ciple to the Legislative Council®

Hon. N. KEENAN: There are the
figures. Four Government supporters, in-
cluding two Ministers, have been returned
to this House, and the net earolment for
the whole four electorates they represent
is less than one-third of the net enrolment
of the Nedlands electorate. DBut that is
not all. The grand total net enrolment for
the State is 265,987, and, as we all know,
there are 50 members in the Legislative
Assembly, By the ordinary process of divi-
sion, we find that the average number of
electors for each econstitueney 1s 5,320,
Navertheless, the Labour Party—the Gov-
ernment party—holds 13 seats, half of its
full strength on the floor of this House,
through members representing constituen-
cies the total net enrolment of whieh is
only 36,809, or an average of 2,831 for each
constitueney, which is little more than balf
the average for the whole State.

The Minister for Mines: We go in for
nuality, not quantity,
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Hon. N. KEENAN: There is the reason
why the Government is seated on the Trea-
sury benches,

Mr. Styants: Why quote only 13 seats?
We have 27,

Hon, N. EEENAN: I could give a lot
more figures, but I have taken 13 as being
half.

Mr. Styants: You mentioned 13 because
it suited your purpose.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The position would
not be altered one iota by giving other
fizures. It is as clear as ean be that the
(Government is sitting on the Treasury
benches as representative of a minority. I
suggest to members of the Government that
they should be quite happy over the faet
that they are sitting there, and should not
indulge in any balderdash about having a
mandate from the people. Let them he satis-
fied that they have got there, and not invite
any inquiry as to how they did so. There is
another side to the question of these small
electorates, and a very alarming one., They
present an irresistible temptation to what,
for want of a better term, I may call the
touring elector. I had intended to Zive some
illustration of how this class of elector in-
fluenced results at the recent elections, but
recognising the generous references made by
the member for Pilbara (JMr. W. Hegney)
to his predecessor in that seat, I do not wish
to pursue the matter. That these electorates
with only a few hundred voters on the roll
plainly invite the attention of election-time
visitors is a patent fact. "The retort might
be made that any person improperly on the
rolt will be discovered and struck oft. It is
safe to say, however, that for the one tourist
who is discovered, many escape detection,
and with these ridiculously small electorates,
only a few have to escape detection to turn
the seale and swamp the true local opinion.

The Premier: Do you object to remunera-
tive employment being provided in those
districts?

Hon. N. KEENAN: No: what T object to
is the sudden increase of electors on the eve
of an eleetion.

Mr. Rodoreda: There was no sudden in-
crease in the North-West electorates, not one.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. Rodoreda: The hon. member does not
answer my statemént.” - - -

Hon. N. KEENAN: The hon. member ean
make his speech later. I cannot submit to
heing side-tracked by stupid ideas.
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Mr. Rodoreda interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. N. KEENAN: Now I propose to
turn to the policy known as the drive to
establish secondary industries in Western
Australia, I noticed in the “West Austra-
lian” newspaper of the 10th August that
the Minister for Industrial Development—I
heard him addressed as the Minister for
Employment, bui whatever his correct title
may be, I refer to the member for Northam
—claimed that he had inaugurated the policy
of establishing secondary industries in
Western Australia,

The Minister for Labour: I
nothing of the sori.

The Premier: No, he did not make that
claim.

Haqu. N. KEENAN: If he Premier
wishes 1o interrupt, will he be good enough
to do 50 in a sufficiently loud voice so that
I shall know what he is attempting to say?
The Minister certainly claimed to have in-
augurated this policy. In reply I have to
tell the Minister that he is simpiy a gentle
political plagiarist. Years before the Min-
ister ever dreamed of establishing second-
ary indusiries in Western Aunstralia

Hon. C. G. Latham: Before he eame here.

Hon. N. KEENAN: —ihe National
Party had that policy in the forefront of
its platform.

Mr. Withers:
it.

Hon, N. KEENAN: In faect, the Min-
ister not only purloined this policy from the
Nationalists, but went the whole hog and
stole their arguments and reasons too.

The Minister for Mines: -About the only
thing worth stealing.

Hon. N, KEENAN: The Minister, how-
ever, made & hash of those grounds. The
Nationalists, in speaking of our trade with
the Eastern States, dealt with the net bal-
ance of trade. No one would complain if
the East honght from us as much as we
bought from the East, whatever the amount
might be. The greater the amount, the bet-
ter it would be. If we could sell £13,000,000
worth of goods to the Kast, by all means
let the East sell £13,000,000 worth of goods
to us. What the National Party brought
to the notice of the people of this State was
merely the excess of imports from the East-
ern States over the exports from Western
Australia to the Eastern States. o

claimed

You did not give effect to
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The Minister, when introducing in the last
Parliament his Bill to establish a bureau of
industry, spoke of the £13,000,000 of total
purchases from the East and nof of the
£10,000,000 worth, the net figure, after
allowing for our exports to the East. But
it is a very small matter that the National
Party first put forward this policy and first
drew attention to the remarkable facts that
illostrate it. What is a big matter and an
important matter is that the Lahour Party
has now fallepn into line and is prepared
to support the drive to establish local indus-
tries. Therefore, in joining forees now to
push the project to a successful issue, we
can well forget any question as to who was
the origipator.

Let me remind members of the vital
urgency that lies at the back of this pro-
posal. In the year 1914 a Commission was
appointed by the Federal Government,
known as the Interstate Commission, to re-
port inter alia on the industrial economy
of Australia. As a result of extensive in-
quiries, the Commission found that the ex-
pansion of the pastoral and agricaltural
industries could be pursued indefinitely and
that the world’s demands for their products
was practically unlimited. Armed with that
authoritative statement, confirmed as it was
by all that the then experience of the world
appeared Lo teach us, it is little wonder that
those in charge of the development of
Western Australia, whether Labour or
Nationalist, turned all their energies and all
the resources at their command to develop
the pastoral and agrienltural industries. A
large measure of success attended their
efforts and, for the time being, all was well
with the State.

But factors arose in the late twenties that
entirely altered the omtlook. Te examine
those factors in detail is unnecessary. Suf-
fice it to say that from 1929 onwards the
market for our exports of the produets of
those two great industries became serionsly
restricted. In a large measure we brought
this eatastrophe on ourselves. In those days
Australia still had sonte fatuous belief in a
one-way irade. Beecause the world had
always bonght the full measure of our ex-
ports, we thought it wounld go on doing so,
even when we bharred our door to Imports
from the outside world.

In the interests of the glass manufac-
turers of Australia, we barred the importa-
tion of glassware from Belgium, except
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under a prohibitive tariff, and in the inter-
ests of other Australian secondary industries
the importation of various lines from the
then Republic of Germany and from Franee
and Italy was also prohibited, except on
payment of a very high tariff. Belgiom and
Germany up to 1930 were the principal buy-
ers of the output of our Wyndham Meat
Works; in fact, they absorbed 60 per cent.
of the output. After the treatment meted
out to them in 1930, they retaliated and
placed an embargo on the ountput of our
meat works, Since that time, Germany has
never bought a pound of our meat. The
same applies to France and Italy, Our ex-
ports to those countries of +wool, wheat,
sheepskins and hides were most adversely
affected by the barriers ereected in Australia
against imports from those countries.

Thus the closing down of markets for our
exports was by no means entirely due to
the inauguration of a policy of self-suffi-
ciency on the part of those countries, al-
though this played an important part. What-
ever ratio these causes bear to one another,
the result was the loss of markets which,
up to that time, had absorbed the ever-
growing volume of exports in the produets of
these two industries. The effect was inevit-
able. Prices fell until, with the rising cost
of produetion in Australia, they beeame un-
payable. This was clearly to be discerned
{from 1932 onwards. It was then evident tn
the diseerning mind that so far from any
further expansion in the pastoral and agri-
cultural industries being possible, a burning
question would soon arise as to how to main-
tain their existing volume. The whole
scheme for future development in this Staws,
and indeed in Australia as a whole, had to
he reconsidered and remodelled.

Partienlarly was this so in Western Aus-
tralia since our national income rested in
the main en the output of these two great
exporting industries. Under those cirenm-
stances, in order to save the State, it re-
mained only to swing over our thoughbts and
our encreies to the hitherto almost untonched
realm of secondary industry. That was why
the National Party placed this poliey in the
front of its platform. That was why the party
attempted, within the means in its power, to
win supnort for this absolutely necessary
policy if we were to save the State. Let us
not be blind to the fact that enormous effort
will he required {o attain suceess. T repeat
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that we welcome the fact that Labour has
proposed what I say is approzimately the
policy that we espoused, and we will do
everything in our power to assist the Minis-
ter to make a success of this vitally neces-
sary policy. In the enormous field of our
imports of all products of secondary indus-
tries from the Eastern States, we see a clear
fleld in which to expleit this policy, but if
we shut our eves to realities, I am afraid
we shall fail to achieve any large measure
of spceess. There is a tendency, I fear, to
rely far teo much on sentimental appeals.
There was a very great and highly dis-
tingunished countryman of mine who a great
number of years ago appealed to the peopla
of Treland to burn everything that came
over from England, except coal.

Mr. Marshail: The very thing they had
to burn.

Hon. N. KEENAN: 1 would willingly
to-morrow pray of the people of Western
Australia not to burn in actual physical de-
tail, but to neglect, and shut their eyes to,
and refuse to deal in or purchase the goods
that come from Eastern Australia. I would
inclnde—and I am sure I have the approval
of the member for Collie (Mr. Wilson)—
Eastern Australian ecal. But Dean Swift
had an ardent and burning patriotism tfo
appeal to. Australian patriotism is Awus-
{rafizi-wide. It is not subdivided amones the
different States. No one in Perth, for in-
stance, would respond to an appeal not to
buy a8 certain article beeause it happened
to bave been made in Brisbane. But any.
how, Dean Swift, although he had that
ardent faith to appeal to, failed; and we
too should fail in a much higher degree if
we attempted to base our appeal on such a
ground. Nor vet is it possible to achieve
sueeess hy appealing to reason as apart from
sentiment. No doubt if we bring it clearly
before the minds of the people of this State
that to buy goods of loecal manufactore is
to a very considerable extent to serve their
own interests and assure their own employ-
ment, we shall do much o win them to such
a eourse. We shall bring them to a certain
degree into agreement with us. But it seems
to me that even when we do appeal fo rea-
son, it must be accompanied by two eo-exist-
ing conditions. The goods of loeal manu-
facture which we ask the people of Western
Australia to purchase must be of the same
mquality as the imported article—
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Mr. Marshall: Or of a better quality.

Hon. N. KEENAN: —and the goods
must be purchasable at the same, or almost
the same, price.

Mr. Withers: And ihe supply must be
equal to the demand also.

Hon. N. KEENAN: This means that the
cost of manufacture in Western Australia
must be approximately the same as that
prevailing in other and competitive parts
of Australin. I say “approximately” be-
canse the loeal manufacturer would have
the advantage of not having to pay hand-
ling charges, freight, insurance, harbour
dues and agency commission, and there-
fore the ecost of manufacture in Western
Australia ecan be higher and yet the article
can be offered to the customer at approxi-
mately the same price as the imported
artiele. If it would not be possible in fix-
ing the cost of production in Western Ans-
tralia to give full and eomplete considera-
tion to the different cost of living in this
State as compared with the cost of living
in the competitive State in the East, then
I am not, and those associated with me
politically are not prepared to advocate the
establishment of any secondary induséry at
the price this sacrifice would entail. One
of the great benefits which we Secessionists
looked to Secession to aceomplish was that
we would have control of our own Customs,
and that we would be able to impose on
all articles coming into Western Anustralia
from outside Western Australia such Cus-
toms duties as we thought proper, and could
thereby protect any conditions of local
manufacture which we chose to enact. Bat
Secession is, I fear, for the time being not
practical politics.

How unnder the cireumstances for which
Federation is responsible it is possible to
conduct manufacture in this State on a com-
petitive hasis with manufacture in the
Eastern States without imposing an unfair
sacrifice on workers engaged in saeh manu-
facture in this State is, T confess, & serious
problem, in the solving of which all the
braing of all the members of this House
may be advantageously employed. I may
not have won the asssent of the House, but
let me again impress on members that this
policy mast succeed if we are to save the
State. The old policy has gone—the policy
of developing the State on the basis of two
great industries. If we cannot sneceed in
this new poliey, what hope is there left for
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this State of ours? Therefore I crave all
the brains of every member of this Cham-
ber to assist in finding a solution which will
enable secondary industries to be established
here on a competitive basis without infliet-
ing any undue hardship on the workers of
Western Australia who are called upon to
work in those industries- 1 can assure the
Minister that we who sit on these benches
will gladly give him all the assistance we
can, individually and as a party, in at-
tempting to find a solution.

But there is yet another side to this
question of the establishment of loeal sec-
ondary industries which I have, on occa
sions, strongly commented upon; and that
is the necessity to protect them more especi-
ally in their infant stage from onslaughts
by dumping. It would be fatuous on our
part to imagine that there will be eapitat
available from prlvate sources in Western
Australia sufficient to proteet any such in-
dustry from an atitack made by domping.
Nor do I know of any law or any statute
that ean be appealed to. Neither do I
know of any power of the Federal Parlia-
ment or any State Parliament to interfere
with what is known as the free intercourse
of trade between the States. And let me
say emphatically that the haunting fear of
dumping is by no means an imaginary fear.
We have had full experience of it in West-
ern Australia whenever the establishment of
a loeal industry seriously challenged a mar.
kot up to then enjoyed by an Eastern States
manufacturer. Of course in certain small
lines and in certain restricted avenues of
trade no hostility has been provoked in the
past or will be provoked in the future. Bui
now we are out, if we ean do so, seriously
to establish in Western Australia industries
which would supply all the wants of the
people of this State in the primary and
secondary industries. We are out, if we
can, to capture a trade that will run into
£6,000,000 or £7,000,000 a year. Such a
proposal Eastern States manufacturers
are not likely to treat with contempt.

The Premier: There is a different atmo-
sphere now in regard to the position of the
States from that whiech we encountered a
few years ago.

Hon, X. KEENAXN: T suppose we all view
things from a different aspeet now, but T
shonld like to sce the altered Federal atmo-
sphere in acts and oot merely in words.
After Munich, everyone thought there wus
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a better atmosphere in Europe so far as
words went, but the faets were utterly
different. And so it appears to me abso-
lutely necessary that we should be prepared
to support our new industries with a fund
strong enough to make dumping ineffective.
If the Eastern States manufacturer who de-
sires to crush out of existence a loeal eom-
petitor in Western Australia knows that
should he indulge in underselling such a com-
petitor at a loss to himself this loss will be
prohibitive by reason of the financial
strength and protection standing behind such
compelitor in Western Australia, he will
think twice before he commences a price
war. And so it seems to me that only the
existence of a large fund created by the
State and controlled by the State and
availed of as a protection against this threat
of dumping will enable our new industries
to get on a satisfactory footing and enable
them to achieve any large measure of suecess
in the principal lines of secondary industry.

On this occasion I do not desire to say
anything more on this highly important sub-
Ject, except onee more to assure the House
and the Minister that there is nothing in our
power to do which we will not do to assist
bim in making a success of the policy. Nor
do I wish to make any lengthy statement on
the steps necessary to save the wheat-
growing industry from the disaster impend-
ing over that industry. The Leader of the
National Party laid down the policy of the
Party in, terms with which we are all in full
aceord, and in terms which T believe com-
mend themselves to the approbation of the
House at large. Moreover, the Leader of
the Opposition and the member for Avon
(Mr. Boyle) have very clearly set out the
case for immediate consideration of the
present state of the wheat-growing industry.
If I wish at this stage to add anything to
what has already been said, it is only this,
that we should not be content with what is
only a measure of temporary relief but, that,
as has been so well stated by the Leader of
the National Party, we shouid now and at
onee lay down and define a long-range
poliey to govern the future of the industry
instead' of being content with merely getting
out by some means, hook or erook, from our
present tronbles. T may add, too, that that
policy should cmbraee not merely the wheat-
growing industry but all our large exporting
industries—wanl, even apples

Mr. Murshall: Beef, too.
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Hon. N. KEENAN: That forms pari of
the pastoral industry. I do not consider it
advisable at this stage to make any comment
-on negotiations with the Federal authority.
Te do so, I believe, would be disastrouns. I
recognise that our Premier, as representing
this State, has a very difficult role to fill, in
view of the differences of opinion which
exist in other States. I do not consider that
I am venturing too far in putting forward
as a reason the almost impossible aftitude
of one State in partienlar. But naturally
all of us would be only too delighted if the
Federal authority would accept full respon-
sibility for finding money to give not only
relief for the present emergency but suffi-
cient fo give us some sure and certain
ground to stand on in the future. But in
the meanwhile it would, in my opinion, be
not only inopportune but perhaps highly
damaging to attempt to lay down conditions
or to discuss what it is that we should effect.
We would have to leave the parleying to he
done by the representatives of this State.

The Premier: A great deal would depend
on the measure of control that the Govern-
ment wonld have over produetion in the
industry.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not think jt
advisable to diseuss such points at present.

The Premier: No.

Hon. N, KEENAN: Before I resume my
seat, I desire to congratulate the member for
Mt. Magnet (Mr. Triat) on the very admir-
able speech he delivered in the course of
this debate. In particular, I congratulate
him on that part of his speech in which he
stressed the necessity for all parties in this
House to use their united wisdom in solv-
ing the problems confronting us, We have
to face serious domestic problems, and to
solve them we shall require all the help
that we can obtain from those who are
capable of assisting us. But, in ad-
dition, we cannot shake ourselves free
from the terrible turmoil of the world at
large. We are not merely passing through
perilonus days, but the outlook of eseape
from those perilous days is indeed obscure,
if we can at all discover it amid the murk
and blackness which looms ahead. It is
essential, therefore, that we should mini-
mise as far as possible the frietion of in-
dividual views. I have the greafest respect
for the member who has pointed out that
it is well for us to act together for the
public good. I, who know and sometimes
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feel that I am an old man, thank this young
man who has just come into our midst, for
pluinly showing us the line of conduct we
shoult follow, I feel assured that we will
follow that line of conduct and that each
of us, in his own time and in his own way,
will do his duty by the State we all love
and all hope to serve.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [5.33]: I desire
to eongratulate yon, Sir, on your elevation
to the high office of Speaker, and I wish
you a long and svecessful term.

Mr. Wilson: Hear, hear!

Mr. CROSS: I also congratulate the
member who has been elected to the posi-
tion of Chairman of Committees, and I ex-
tend my good wishes to those members who
have risen to Ministerial rank. I desire
to weleome the new members, who I hope
will find that they are able to de something
for the beunefit of the State. I congratn-
late the member for Beverley (Mr. Mann)
on his elevation to the. front Opposition
bench.

Member: Hear, hear!

Mr. CROSS: I express the wish that he
will be of more service to his party there
than he was when cceupying the hack hench,

Hon. C. G. Latham: You would not be
missed much, anyhow.

Mr. CROSS: I propose to address myself
to two subjects this evening, the wheat
industry and the unemployment problem.
These are the two most important matters
with which we have to deal at present. Dur-
ing the past 20 or 30 years, world condi-
tions have almost entirely changed. Thirty
years ago, prominent men considered it
would be impossible to produce enough
wheat to meet the world’s requirements; yet
to-day we have a surplus. The frend in
most countries of the world now is to make
each country self-contained. So we have
the trouble of finding markets. It is diffi-
cult at present to find a market for wheat
at almost any price at all. This State’s
experience over a number of years is that
wheat growing has never been very profit-
able.

Mr. Mann: Do not talk nonsense.

Hon. €. G. Latham: You do not know
anything about the matter.

Mr. CROSS: For the past 30 years Gov-
ernments have been besieged to render in-
creasing assistance to the wheat industry.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: From 1920 to 1928,
wheat averaged 5s. 4d. a bushel.

Mr. CROSS: And from 1914 until the
present time we have had an Industries
Assistance Board which has been continu-
ously assisting wheatgrowers. 1 do not
know the total amount of the assistance
given to the wheat induwstry of this State,
nor do I think it much use to worry about
the arnount, because the farmers will never
be able to repay it. In my opinion, the
wheat problem is sufficiently acute for
every person to try to find a solution. All
Governments have been generous to the
industry; and, in order that the industry
might be extricated from its present posi-
tion, I think the Government is prepared
to extend that generosity. No Govern-
ment, however, can upset the law of sup-
ply and demand. Even in the State itselt
the market for wheat is restricted.
Thirty years ago farmers used horse-drawn
vehicles; every wagon in the State was
drawn by horses and every farmer cut a
fair quantity of hey for his sieck and
horses, and fed a certain amount of grain
to thems. To-day, agricultural work is be-
ing performed by machinery driven with
imported oils. The farmer no longer feeds
horses with produce prown on his land.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yet you want im-
ported trolley buses for South Perth.

Mr. CROSS: Onpe reason is because
trolley buses ecould run on loeally-produeed
fuel. Some members of the Opposition,
because I cannot agree with their one-
track idea in regard to the wheat industry,
aceuse me of being unsympathetic. That
is not true.

Member: Of course not.

Hon. €. G, Latham: Of course it 1s.

Mr. CROSS: Those members ery oul
to-day for stabilisation.

Mr. Mann: Why did you leave the land?®

Mr. CROSS: Because I considered farm-
ing did not pay.

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. CROSS: The member for Beveriey
said last night that I did not know much
abont wheat growing.

Mr. Mann: You do not know much about
anything.

Mr, CROSS: I gained some experience in
the vears from 1910 to 1914.

Alr. Mann interjected.
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Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Beverley must keep order,

Mr, CROSS: 1n 1914 T had the bitter
experience of stripping about 650 acrea of
crop and at times to eount almost every
grain as it dropped into the box of the
harvester. We had the worst drought ever
experienced by the State in that year.

Mr. Mann: You do not look like it, any-
way.

Mr. CROBS: I can assure members that
I have & full measure of sympathy for the
farmer. I went through the mill myseli.
1 took up land at a time when settlers
were not able to obtain much Government
assistance. I had to ecart water from
Dumbleyung for about 30 miles; T was
carting water ftor months until I was
driven out, together with the other farmers
in that distriet.

Mr. Mann: What were you driven out
for? .

Mr. CROSS: I know that practically the
whole countryside where I was farming at
that time is deserted.

Mr. Mann: It is not.

Mr. CR088: The other farmers who set-
tled there when I did were all driven out,
too.

Hon. C. G. Latham: From Lake Grace?

Mr. CROSS: No. The mos\ capable
farmers could not pay their way in that
distriet.

Mr. Mann: Which locality

Mr. CROSS: East of Wagin. Despite the
faect that the members of the Opposition
¢ry out for stabilisation, they do not ex-
plain what they mean by it. What they
actually want, I think, is a payable price
for wheat, a suaranieed, payable price.

Hon. C. G. Latham: For the new member
for Canning.

Mr. CROSS: Wheat pgrowing is a busi-
ness. It is as much a business as is the
rumning of a store. In my opinion, the
wheat industry shonld not be assisted to
any gyeater extent than any other class of
business. It should nat receive spegial treat-
ment.

Mr. Mann: Farmers should receive just
the basie wage.

Mr. CRQOSS: That is, they should ba
guavanteed their food.

Member: Plus a little tobaeco.

Mr. CROSS: Other remedies should be
tried. They are availahle. For instance, if
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a person opened a motor garage and after-
wards other persons engaged in the same
business, and it was found that some had
to give up business, those quitling would not
get Governmeut assistance.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There is a distine-
tion, surely. The Government would not
have encouraged the opening of garages;
but the Government did encourage wheat-
growing.

Mr. CROSS: That is true. My view is
that one particular section of the business
community should not expect to get some-
thing that is not given to the other sections.
Because of the national importance of the
wheat industry, it has been the policy of
Governments from time to time not only to
supply the farmers with food, but to give
them every other possible assistance.

Mr. Mann: How has the farmer been
nursed?

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. CROSS: In a hundred ways. Hun-

dreds of thousands of pounds have been
spent in the country to provide water catch-
ments and in sinking dams, as well as in the
construction of railways that have mnever
paid. Money has also been lent to farmers
tor clearing, and seed and fertiliser have
been provided for them, and in many other
directions help has been given. Stabilisation
wounld be only a temporary remedy because
at the present time if anyone came along
and bought all the wheat here at 2s. a hushel
it would not be possible to sell it anywhere
else, for the simple reason that it would
not be wanted. We must re-establish the
industry and give those engaged in it
chance. We must evolve a plan that will
prevent & recurrence of what farmers are
going through, and put the industry on a
solid basis. The member for Avon (Mr.
Boyle} the other night quoted figures
showing the average production over a
period of five years in certain parts of the
State. I made a note of the figures at the
time, and T may be permitted to repeat them.
The hon. member stated that over the five-
year period Westonia distriet’s average was
four bushels per acre. It was only 1.6 last
year. In the Yilgarn district the average
over the period was 3.9 bushels; in Koorda,
the figures were 3.2, and in Mukinbudin
four bushels. Is it not a ridiculons proposi-
tion to permit anyone to remain on areas
and attempt to grow wheat when there is no
hope of snceeeding? If the figures quoted
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are correct, and I have no doubt about their
uccuracy, how long would the farmers there
have to wait hefore they could get, say, a
20-busbhel crop?

The Premier: One of those districts last
year helped to build up the State’s average.

Mr. CROSS: I bave looked up the statis-
tics for the last 15 years and found that
the figures are only a little higher than those
quoted, and indeed so little different as to
be bardly worth quoting. My opinion is
that consideration should be given to the
advisahility of closing down on wheatgrowing
in some of the areas too far removed from
the 10-inch rainfall. Why should we waste
time and money in permitting farmers to
carry on operations in such areas?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why did you not
stop vour Minister for Lands from putting
the miners so far out from the safe rainfall
area?

Mr, CROSS: I never encouraged that
kind of thing. Anyway, the time has ar-
rived for us to take action, and anything
that we might do will be of benefit not only
to the wheatgrowers but to the State. I pro-
pose to quote figures relating to another
important industry, because I believe some
of the distressed farmers could be given a
new oceupakion.

Mr. Thorn: Relief work?

Mr. CROSS: No, not relief work. There
18 an avenue that can well he exploited by
the State. In the last five years, Australia
produced an annual average of 73,000,000
Ibs. of bacon and ham. JIncidentally, the
average consumption in  Australia is
70,000,000 1bs., leaving a surplus of
3,000,000 lbs.,, most of which was exported
to the Far East.

« Mr. Mann: And to Great Britain.

Mr. CROSS: We have not a great num-
ber of pigs in this State, or in Australiu.
o 1936 the number was 1,202,752, ang
there were slanghtered 2,073,000. In West-
ern Australia, the number of pigs on the
31st December last was 81,350, a really
paltry total. The figures do nol vary very
much because in 1936 the Siate had
76,000. In 1936-37 we produced 4,098,448
Ibs. of bacon, and for the year ended 31st
December, 1937, we slanghtered 104,863
pigs. Here now is some interesting in-
formation for wheat farmers. For the year
ended 30th June last, Western Australia
imported from the Eastern States 1,334,817
Ibs. of bacon and ham, the value being
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£74013. We imported pork as well to the
extent of 109,000 lbs. of a value of £4,300.
Is it not a secandal that a State such as
ours, capable of producing millions of pigs,
should import so muech of its reguirements
in this direction?

The Minister for Labour: This is really
a country member’s speech.

Mr. CROSS: Western Australia did ex-
port just a little. Mostly, however, it was
sold to vessels at Fremantle. The total was
5,495 Ibs, worth £365. We also exported
pork te some extent, showing that some-
body appeared to be waking up. We sent
to Great Britain frozen pork to the extent
of 1,278,045 lbs. worth £39,883, and, strange
to say, this was converted to bacon and
ham in Great Britain. No less than 67 per
cent of Britain’s bacon and ham require-
ments are imported, mostly from foreign
countries. In 1937 Britain imported
£46,000,000 worth of bacon, ham, lard and
pig products from abroad. In 1937 Britain
imported from Denmark 7.6 million ewt. of
bacon, ham and lard, and paid for it
£32,448,000, I do not know why this
State has not made any attempt to
capture that market. It could have done
so. I dare say members opposite will re-
mark, “What about the Ottawa agreement$”
That sgreement, however, regarding the
regulation of supplies from foreign coun-
tries, has gone by the board; it has been
superseded by a bacon marketing board, and
a scheme that aims at creating a gmaran-
teed market for the home producers of
bacon. That necessitated an adjustment of
foreign swpplies to conform with British re.
guirements It was expected that Anstralia
would try to get a share of the trade, which
was estimated in 1935 at 8,000,000 Ibs. We
did not send much more than 1,000,000 lhs.
The alloeation was inereased to 141% million
Ibs, in 1936. In 1937 the figure was in-
creased to 22,000,000 1lbs., and in 1938 to
23,000,000 Ibs,, yet we sent less than
3,000,000 Ibs. The fignres I have quoted
indicate a steady expansion of the trade. 1
have information which shows that we ean
secure quite a considerable portion of the
bacon trade that goes to Denmark, My
figures also disclose that the price that the
Danes obtained on the British market was
approximately 1s. a lb. Now the British
farmer is guaranteed on the hoof for his
pigs 65l%4d. to 615d. per lb. at the abattoirs.
What have the farmers been doing, seeing
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that they eould not sell the wheat they grew?
Has any serious attempt been made to get
into this profitable market? What have
members opposite been doing?

Hon, C. G. Latham: We have not done
what you have been doing Jately.

Mr. Withers: You bhave not made nwch
effort.

Mr. CROSS: The whole of Australia is
providing less than 3 per eent. of the re-
quirements that it would be permitted to
supply. Great Britain is our natural market
and it must be exploited. Instead of our
having 80,000 pigs, we ought fo have
8,000,000.. What is wrong with that? In
five years’ time we ought to be able to export
at least £3,000,000 worth of bacon and ham
te Great Britain. At least a thousand farm-
ers conld each be exporting & thousand pigs
a year. They should feed their pigs on
wheat they eannot sell. Farmers generally
cannob be said to be in the pitiful position
in which so many relief workers in Perth
find themselves. When a wheat farm is
properly conducted, it should have associated
with it a few pigs, a cow to provide buiter
and milk, and sufficient timber for all pur-
poses. The farmer has no landlord coming
round for rent. Farmers in the dry areas
should be yemoved to the more fertile South-
West, and permitted to embark upon pig
breeding for bacon production. The Gov-
ernment could make advances for the pmr-
chase of stock. It could even subsidise
bacon factories by paying the interest in
the early stages, and thus be the means
of cstablishing three or four factories in
suitable areas. In this way the industry
could be built up so that the State would
ultimately bhe exporting annually £3,000,000
or £4,000,000 worth of bacon. If we wait
until the Commonwealth Government gets
us out of trouble, we shall have to wait a
long time,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tell that to the Min-
ister for Industrial Development.

Mr. CROSS: I will tell the Minister and
you something else directly.

Hon. C. G. Latham:; I have not been
listening,

Mr. CROSS: The market to whieh I have
referred should be exploited, and by that
means an unprofitable industry turned to
profitable aecount.

Hon, . G. Latham: What do you think
other wheat-producing eountries are do-
ing? Are they not doing the same thing?
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Mr. CROSS: What other wheat-
producing country has a guaranteed mar-
ket? We have an arrangement whereby we
can supply so mueh bacon each year and
share in that market. The Argentine does
not possess that faeility.

Mr. Mann: We have not the people to
enable us to do all that.

Mr. CROSS: We could do something else
for farmers who are situated in the dry
areas. The Minister for Industrial De-
velopment will be interested in this sug-
gestion.

Mr, Watts: Are you sure?

My, CROSS: For the year ended the 30th
June, 1938, Western Australia imported
£959,444 worth of tobacco and cigarettes.
For three quarters of the last financial
year, that is, up to the 31st March, the
rate of importation was as high as previ-
ously, namely £673,000 worth. I believe it
wonld be profitable to abandon some of the
farms at Southern Cross and Westonia,
and transfer the settlers to the tobacco-
growing district, The day will come when
Western Australia will produce its own
tobacco requirements. The market is one
that should bhe exploited. Although I am
not a smoker, I know that it is largely a
question of taste. A taste for the Jocal pro-
duet can be aequired.

The Minister for Lands: It is a question
of colour.

Hon. €. G. Latham: And aroma.

Mr. CROSS: Our manufacturers are
gradually becoming more skilled in the
curing of tobaceo. I have a little bunch of
tobacco that came from Virginia a week
ago. It was placed in Plaistowe’s estab-
lishment in West Perth, and an expert
eould not distinguish it from the local pro-
duet. In other words, the local article is
equal to the imported leaf, which, in the
case I have cited, came from America. This
industry must be fostered and an import
tax imposed on American tobaceo equal to
the cost of production. That, of course,
will have to be done by the Commonwealth
Government. We are getting too much
from America while our own people are
starving. We hear farmers and graziers
lamenting about the price of wheat and
wool. No member of the Country Party
has been brave enough to advoecate any
form of eompulsion to forece women to wear
wool instead of Japanese silk,
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Mr. Doney: You are right; they are nol
game.

Mr. CROSS: Several million pairs of silk
stockings ave worn annuslly in Western
Australia, One can buy silk stockings that
are 50 per cent. silk and 50 per ecent. wool,
and equal in fineness to the Japanese
artiele.

Mr. Mann: What do you know about it¥

Mr. CROSS: If our people are io pros-
per, they must use goods manufactured
from local materials, not goods imported
from foreign countries. Too long have the
wheatgrowers placed their eggs in one bas-
ket. They should have kept a few pigs,
cows and fowls instead of trying to live
on wheat-growing alone. We now find
wheat farmers, who are being assisted hy
the Government, buying eggs at a store,

Mr, Mann: Do not talk such rot.

Mr, SPEAKER: Ovder!

Mr. CROSS: The member for Wagin
(Mr. Stubbs) knows all about that, for he
once was a storekeeper. Many things are
imported into the State that should be
produced here. Last year Western Aus-
tralia imported boots and wearing apparel
from the Eastern States to the value of
£1,860,000. More clothing factories should
be established here. I was recently speak-
ing to a business man from Sydney, a Mr.
Beer. He is one of the largest employers
of labour in that e¢ity, and had come here
to meet some of his agents. With one of
these gentlemen I discussed with Mr,
Beer the whole pesition. Speaking about
the loeal industry campaign, he said, ‘I
do not see why I should build another fac-
tory in Western Anstralia, Already I have
vour market and supply £150,000 worth
of made-up goods.’” I knew that the
agent who was with us was selling about
£40,000 worth of goods per anoum, and
that if he counld get locally-made goods, he
would buy theri. We have a few tinpot
factories in this State, but my information
is that most of their machinery is obsolete.
" The Minister for Labour: You should
have a look at it.

Mr. CROSS: There is ample scope for
additional elothing factories, even if the Gov-
ernment embarked upon the business. Per-
haps the Government could render assist-
ance to some company that would set out to
supply the loeal market, and thus find work
for our own people. Plenty of scope is
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available for a bold poliey. It is scandalouns
that we should be importing so much that
we can produce here, and it reflects no credit
upen us. I wish now to say a few words
about the attitude of the Child Welfare De-
partment.

Mr. Thorn: You ought to know a good
degl about that.

Mr. CROSS: I do. Not long ago I asked
the department to increase the sustenance
for one of my electors. An official of the
department made 8 remark which I strongly
resented, and which I told him was untrue.
He replied, “I do not know, but will show
you the file.” I saw the file. The letter
about which we were speaking is the vilest
I have ever read about any person.

Mr. Thorn: You had no right fo see it.

Mr. J. Hegney: Why not?

Mr. CROSS: T made representations to
the Department, but received no satisfaction.
It is not neeessary for me to diselose the
names of the parties. I was informed that
the fultest inguiries had heen made by the
department, which was satisfiled that the
statements were nntrue. I then said, “Why
not take the letter from the file and destroy
it? Why leave it to stand against the cha-
racter of a woiran with six children, to serve
as a record against her, when the statements
contained in it are untrue”

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.n.

Mr. CROSS: At the tea adjournment I
was proeeeding to state that the department
coneerned made the fullest inquiries into
the case, and found that the statements con.
tained in the anonymous letter had no foun-
dation whatever in fact. Nevertheless, the
department declined to remove the letter
from the file. Aeccordingly, on the 8th June
last., T wrote to the secretarv of the Child
Welfare Department as follows:—

Ag you nre aware, this woman was lefi
with a large familv to rear when her hushand
died, and ia still a comparatively young
woman., Your department recently received
an anonymous letter containing very seriovs
cvharges against both ler and other people.
In my opinion sueh a letter should not
have been aecepted by your department, and
I understand that beyond a few inquiries
from herself no action was taken, or is con-
templated, by the department,

In my opinion, further, under no ecircum-
stances should such a pernicious letter he
attached to a woman’s file and held in vour
department, Therefore T respectfully suggest
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that vou take action to remove this anonym-
vus letter from the file, and destroy it in
keeping with the anonymity that such a
misgive deserves,

I suggest that the poliey of your depart-
ment be altered so that such anonymous
letters shall be treated in a similar manner
ay is done in civil life: promptly destroyed.
Four days later I received the following
reply from the seeretary:—

In reply to your letter of the Sth inst.,, I
have to advise that much of our work comes
to us through anonymous letters, and I ean-
not do as you request.

You will note that although an officer of
this department inquired regarding the
matter, we did not take any further aection.
Had we thought seriously of the matter we
would have got into touch with certain peo-
ple, but it was not thought any such action
Was necessary.

We do from time to time get letters from
persons who perhaps write out of spite. In
those cases, although some lheartburning may
be caused to the persons concerned, no action
is taken by the department once we find out
that they are spiteful letters. The com-
munication we received in regard to this
woman’s c¢ase is one of this category.

I care not whether an anonymous letter is
written to the Child Welfare Department or
any other department, it should never be
filed against a person when it has been
found to have not the slightest seintilla of
truth. This anonymous letter is held for all
time against an innocent woman. Its writer
was not even game to sign it with initials,
or to give any indication of the quarter from
which it came. I hope the Minister wili take
this matter up.

The Minister for Labour: It is the policy
of the department,

Mr. CROSS: That policy should be
changed. The department, having discovered
that the charges were groundless, should not
have preserved the letter for posterity. I
hope the Minister will take the necessary
action in both the departments he controls,
for I have reason to believe that the person
who wrote this anonymous letter is the per-
son who formerly communicated gquite fre-
quently with the Department of Employ-
ment from the same centre.

Another subject I wish to touch on is the
Firc Brigades Act. That Act was passed in
1016, sinee which time it has received but
slight amendment. One or two serious
amendments have beer attempted, but no
material alteration has been effected. I am
sorry that the Minister controlling fire bri-
gades is sbsent at the moment, hecause I
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wanted him to hear what I have to say eon-
cerning the Fire Brigades Board and certain
phases of its administration. I hold that the
Aect should be brought up to date, for it con-
tains some glaring anomalies and injustices.
During the last session of the previous Par-
liament a measure was passed providing for
the establishment of bush fire brigades. In
my opinion the Act should be amended to
provide that one board should control the

two undertakings, one of them being for the-

purpose of metropolitan fire protection and
to govern the permanent firemen, and the
other for the control of volunteer firemen in
country districts and the bush fire brigades.
One cannot expect the board as at present
constituted to give the time essential fo a
close wateh on the administration of the Act.
The salaries received by members of the
existing board are fixed by the parent Aet,
which has not bheen amended sinee 1916.
Even the chairman of that beard receives
only a very small salary, and consequently
cannot give to his duties the time he would
devote to them if he were adequately paid.
Apparently the hoard, under the present
system, telies too much on the chief officer
for advice and for its knowledge of the
administration. Strange things can oecur
under the present Fire Brigades Act. For
example, the salarvies of officers, not exclud-
ing the Chief Officer, are not fixed by either
the Industrial Arbitration Court or the
Publi¢ Serviee Commissioner, Instead they
are fixed at the pleasure of the board. I
wish to draw aitention to a strange faet,
that the permanent firemen of Western Aus-
tralia perform more hours of duty per week
than any other section of the eommunity.
Permanent firemen, except when on anpual
leave, are on duty during some portion
of every day of the vyear. They still
work 84 hours per week. While the
men have been agitating for years for a
reduetion in their hours of work, and have
modestly asked for a reduction to 72 hours,
which would give them a weekly break of
30 hours in their service, certain officers
have received numerous increases despite the
notification to the men that money was not
available to permit of shortening the per-
manent staf’s hours.

Mr. Patrick: That is an old tale—shortage
of money.

Mr. CROSS: There is money for some
offlcers.

Mr. Patrick: They have plenty of money.
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Mr. CROSS: Under the existing system
the Chief Officer makes recommendations to
the board regarding the salaries of officers;
and, aceording to a return I have, he has
always been ecareful to include himself. If
we amend the Fire Brigades Aect, we should
provide at least thai the recommendations
for salary increases for officers, particu-
larly the Chief Officer—this is not a per-
sonal matter—should be subject to review
by a Treasury official, the Public Service
Commissioner or a court. I propose to give
members some idea of the manner in which
increazes have been allocated. The present
Chief Officer was appointed Aecting De-
puty Chief Officer on the 18th November,
1933, when he received an increase of £36
on his then salary. On the 1s{ July, 1934,
he received his appointment as Chief Ofi-
cer and naturally was paid an inerease of
£162. On the 1st Janunary, 1935, he re-
commended ‘increases, including one for
himself, as the result of which he received
a further £58. In the same vear he considered
himself worthy of another increase, and
eonsequently in  OQctober his salary was
aumented by another £40.

Mr. Thorn: Who granted ineveases?

Mr. CROSS: The board. on the recom-
mendation of its Chief Officer. The board
has power to do that at any time.

Mr. Thorn: Has the Minister no say?

Mr. CROSS: The Minister does not con-
trol the Fire Brigades Board.

Mr. Patrick: Where does the board get
its money from?

Mr. CROSS: I will tell the hon. member
in a moment. For the benefit of the mem-
ber for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn), I will in-
form him that the board as eonstituted has
full power in these matters. The Govern-
ment has two representatives out of nine on
the board, and contributes one-quarter of
the cost. The Underwriters' Association
contributes three-eighths of the cost, and
the loeal governing bodies three-eighths as
well. Reverting to the question of salaries,
following the increase obtained by the
Chief Oificer in October, 1935, his salary was
again increased on the lst Janumary, 1938,
by another £54 and again on the 1st October,
1936, by a further £66.

Mr. Patrick: What is his total salary
now?

Mr. CROSS: On the 1st October, 1937,
apparently another inerease became due, be
cause the Chief Officer’s salary was further
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augmented by £36, and in July, 1938, he
was given another inerease of £20. On the
10th November, 1938, he received a further
increase of £21. I do not know what his
total salary is now, bul the increases he has
received since the 1st Oetober, 1931, amount
to £513 per annum—and that is not the end
of it.

Mvr. Patrick: That amount represents the
increases he has received?

Mr. CROSS: Yes. Before that he would
be paid the salary of a senior fireman, as
that was the position he occupied before he
received his promotion. I do not know
what salaries were paid to Mr. Lapsley or
Mr. Lambourne, but I think the Chief Off-
cer’s salary is in the vicinity of £300 a vear.
In addition to that, he is entitled to free
quarters, which, I imagine, are worth about
£5 a week. Tle has the free use of a motor
car, together with a chauffeur. He is called
upon to make frequent trips to the country.
Lately, the Government appointed a new
nmember to the board to look into various
matters and I think he has been fairly dili-
gent. Whenever the Chief Officer goes to
the country—inecidentally he spends a lot of
his time in the ecuntry distriets, where there
are quite a number of fire stations—he re-
eeives an allowanee of 30s. per day. That
allowance has now been reduced, mainly due
to the vigilance of the new board member.
Furthermore, the Chief Officer receives an
entertainment allowance. I am just wonder-
ing what is the Hmii—it eertainly seems to
be the sky.

AMr. Patriek: The sky is the limit all right.

Mr, CROSS: Yes. While there is money
for that sort of expenditure, there is none
to enable the hours of service of the flremen
to be reduced from B84 to 72 per week.

Mr. Thorn: What are the Chief Officer’s
hours?

Mr. CROSS: Moz is continuously on ser-
vice, but he ean, and does, take time off.

Mr. Thorn: Is he an efficient officer?

Mr. CROSS: T am not making any com-
plaint as to his efficieney. There is
a Deputy Chief Officer who is just as effi-
cient as the Chief Officer.

Mr. Thorn: And you are barracking for
the former.

Mr. CROSS: XNo, I assure members no-
thing personal attaches to my comments.
At the same time, it seems to me that cer-
tain representatives on the board are pre-
pared to agrec to very expensive adminis-
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trative eosts, although they are not prepared
to shorten the hours of service for the men.
It is a rank injustice, and until the board
can reduce the working hours so as to bring
them into conformity with world policy,
nnder which every elass of worker has en-
joyed reduced hours of employment, a
period should be put to these eontinual in-
creases for the “tall poppies.” Speaking of
administrative costs, as the result of the
appeintment of a new member to the board
and his vigilance, the expenditure on the
annual firc brigade demonstration last year
was cut down by aft least £400. I do not
know why such large amounts are spent on
the annual demenstrations. I do not know
how much of it is wasted, but when one
notices that a demonstration cosis as much
as £1,851, one wonders in what manner the
money is spent. There should be some check
by the Treasury upon such expenditure. The
board in the past has played some funny
tricks. When the present Chief Officer was
appointed, the board had dismissed the ex-
Chief Officer on account of his age. He had
been in the service of the board for a great
many years. The board then said to the
present Chief Officer: “You insure yourself
for £1,000 and we will pay the premium.”
The board did so until the Government Audi-
tor stopped it. To overcome the difficulty,
the board increazed the Chief Officer’s salary.
That eourse might be all right, but what I ob-
ject to is that the board eould not find money
in order to reduce the existing hours of the
firemen to a reasonable number. When the
present Five Brigades Act is amended, provi-
sion should be made for a tribunal—not in
such close association with the Chief Officer—
to fix the salary of the Chief Officer, because
many good fwrns can be done by him for
members of the hoard, who would not like
to vote against any increases in salaries
which he might reecommend, particularly for
himself, as he would be present and wauld
know how members voted-

When the Act is being amended, the me-
thod of eontribution towards the cost of the
hoard by the various contributing parties
ghould be altered. The major responsibility
of the board is to protect the interests of
the fire insurance companies, yet the greater
portion of the cost is contributed by loeal
governing anthorities. These authorities pay
three-eighths of the cost, but in addition are
required to instal fire hydrants in their dis-
triets. In point of fact, the board has not



[17 Avcust, 1939.]

power to order the installation of a hydrant
in the distriet of any local authority, nor
to direct where it shall be placed. Many
of the local authorities in the metropolitan
arca do their best to meet the wishes of the
board, bat if they decided to place a hyd-
rant in the middle of a road and to cover
it with bitumen, the board could not pre-
vent them, nor could the Chief Officer. The
loeal anthority would, however, have to bear
the expense. Until a few years ago there
were hydrants in Murray street, Perth,
almost in the centre of the road. Some time
ago, when a large fire oceurred in Perth, a
motor truck, fully laden with three or four
tons of malterial and with a broken axle, was
directly over a hydrant. That fire occurred
in Murray-street not muech more than 500
vards from Parliament House. In my
opinion, those who derive the greatest
benefit from fire protection should pay the
greatest proportion of the cost. I propose
to inform members of what is done in this
connection in the Eastern States, beecause
some memhers opposite are interested in
local authorities.

Mr. Thorn: My word, they are.

Mr. CROSS: In South Australia, insur-
ance companies pay five-ninths of the total
cost of the board; the local governing
authorities pay two-ninths and the Gov-
ernment two-ninths, but with a provision
that it pays a maximum of £10,000 per
annum, and South Australia’s population
is larger than that of this State. In New
South Wales the insurance companies pay
half the cost, the local governing authori-
ties one-quarter and the Government one-
quarter.  So that in at least two other
States the insurance companies pay the
greatest proportion of the cost. I think
they should do so in this State, too. It
is distinetly unfair that our loeal authori-
ties should pay their full quotas in addition
to the cost of installation of hydrants,
which is a heavy expense, particularly for
a road board district like Bayswater or
South Perth, or even Nedlanids. I hope this
position will be remedied and the Aect
brought up to date. Arrangements could
then be made to stop a highly-paid officer
from being sent to the country to examine
small, tinpot stations, and perhaps give
lectures to men on bush-fire fighting.
Highly paid officers should be kept where
the risks are greatest.

[91
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Mr. Thorn: Your attack is personal.
Mr. CROSS: No,
Mr. Thorn: Yes, it is.

Mr. CROSS: No, T am attacking the
present system,

Mr. Thorn: No, you are not.

Mr. CROSS: I have said that when
amending the Aet provision should be made
for & dual undertaking controlled by one
board, even as regards administration.
One officer, with a permanent staff, should
contro! the permanent staff and stations in
the various districts, without interfering with
volunteer brigades, thus aveiding a mass of
correspondence, collection of fees and so on.

Mr. Thorn: Is it correet that you have
had a row with the Chief Qfficer?

Mr. ('ROSS: No. I have never had a
row with him in my life.

Mr. Thorn: I have heard that you did.

Mr. CROSS: The Aet, when amended,
should rrovide for a single fire distriet
covering the whole cf the greater metropo-
litan arer. The gysiem is, however, better
than it was. A considerable number of the
disiriets in the greater metropolitan area
pay their full share of the cost of protee-
tion for their distriets. North Fremantle,
for instance, maintaine o staff of men and
a highly efficient machine, but that is not
the case in the Melville district. Until a
vear or two ago, the Melville distriet,
although it had a large population, argued
as follows: “We can borrow a brigade from
North Fremantle and so need not pay much:
we will pay North Fremantle £20
a year for protection.’” So Melville was
sheltering behind the men and the machine
of the North Fremantle distriet. In recent
years, however, the Melville distriet has
paid the greater share of the cost. A simi-
Jar practice was followed by other distriets
in the greater metropolitan area. Until a
few years ago, the Chief Officer could not
legally send a fire engine from Perth to
Subtaco, even if all the buildings in Subiaco
were on fire. That difficulty was overcome
by regulation. It seems to me the best
plan is to have one disiriet. As the metro-
politan area extends and additional fire-
fighting facilities are required, further
arvangements ean be made aceording to the
geographieal position of the outer districta.
Sueh a course in my opinion would make
for greater and better contrel. Further,



208

the rate should be the same throughout the
whole distriet and should be fixed on the
annual value. If a uniform rate were fixed,
there would not be the bickering that takes
place at present between the local govern-
ing bodies as to whieh of them bears the
greater proportion of the cost. They would
all pay the same rate and what they paid
would be fixed on the value of the property
in their area. Incidentally values are fixed
by the geographical location of buildings
because a strueture on a 20-feet frontage in
Hay-street, as members will realise, would
be worth a thousand {imes as much as a
house on the same frontage in say Queen’s
Park.

Because of the opportunities I have of
gaining information, and of knowing the
situation fairly well, U am convineed that in
the interests of the community as a whole
and in order that local authorities might re-
ceive fair play the Aef should be revised
and brought up to date. I do not desire to
weary members, There are many other
matters about which I would like fo speak.
For instance, I have not said a word about
trolley buses, and I have not mentioned
that we need a new Causeway, Other
subjects require attention, but I shall have
opportunities to deal with them at a future
date. T assure members that all my re-
marks have heen made with a view to hav-
ing some improvements effected in the in-
terests of the whole of the people of this
State.

On motion by Mr. Abbott, debate ad-
Jjonrned.

House adjourned at 8.2 p.m.
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Legislative Qounctl,
Puesday, 22nd August, 1939,
Questlons : Companles Act, nstoin\e-,tment tm.-..ts.... P‘zﬁ?

Educatlon, school desis ...
Leave of absence 207
Moton : Metropolltnn Milk Act, to dis.'ulnw regul.n

tions
Address-in- reply. seventh dny

The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 4.30
pm,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—COMPANIES ACT.
As to Investment Trusts.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Seec-
retary: 1, Will the Minister lay on the Table
a list of companies operating in Western
Australia purporting to be investment
trusts? 2, What supervision, if any, is ear-
ried out in ¢onnection with these trusts? 3,
Does the Government intend to introdues,
at an early date, legislation under the Com-
panies Aet to provide for the control of this
important branch of investment?

The HONORARY MINISTER (for thg
Chief Secretary) replied: 1, No, as to do so
would neccessitate an examination of the
articles of association in respect to every
registered company. Information as regards
any company is available on search at the
office of the Registrar of Companies, Su-
preme Conrt. 2, Supervision is provided
for by Sections 36 and 61 of the Companies
Act, 56 Vic.,, No. 8. 3, The introduction of
any legislation such as is jmplied in this
question might have the effect of interfering
with the shareholders’ control of the man-
agement and the investments of any com-

pany.

QUESTION—EDUCATION.
Sehool Desks.

Hon. G. FRASER (for Hon. E. M.
Heenan) asked the Chief Secretary: 1, How
many State schools are still fully equipped
with long desks? 2, How many State schools
are partially equipped with the said desks?
3, When long desks are replaced by dual
desks what further use, if any, is made of
tl.e long desks?

The HONORARY MINISTER ({for the
Chief Secretary) replied: 1, 410 schools
equipped with long desks only. 2, 44 schools



